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you does not settle how much or little protection I shall
have. For ten years I did not pay you in sons, and yet I
had as much protection as I am like to have this year. Yet
how much or little I pay does very straitly settle how
much or little I am hurt. Here is something to measure
your levy, lord, and by this I measure it. Take your levy,
lord, so that the land and those that farm it are least hurt/'
We take this to be sound sense, and we trust that the lord
chose Harold, for the interest of lord, vassal and community
would thereby best be served. And further, we think the
case appropriate to modern conditions, except that the
difficulty of choosing between Harold, Oscar, and Edmund
becomes, to the modern State, the difficulty of choosing
between one shilling and another, one trade or property and
another. If the analogy has any force it drives straight to
the idea of economy rather than to the idea of justice, as
the dominant principle. We have represented the vassal
as concerned primarily with the most economical way of
paying a one-man tax, from the point of view, not only of
himself, but of the lord. We have of course made him say
the thing that fits the theory suggested; but that is not
fatal to our argument if the thing said is the likeliest thing
to be said, and if it lies close to the shrewdest and frankest
thing a man in such case could say. Supporters of the doc-
trine of Justice, or of any other doctrine, may paraphrase
the vassal's speech, basing it on some other first principle.
Should one such paraphrase be likelier, wider, truer to the
facts of life, then whatever is here based on the speech as
given will be struck out of the inquiry. For the present,
we will assume the soundness of the case as we have put it.

III.

In acts of exchange, in purchases, the first consideration
of the buyer is to get full money's worth; of the seller, to
get full price. It is these price-payers who take justice as
the first principle for appeal. "You do not offer a just
price," " You do not give just measure/' are their plaints.
" A fair bargain " is the ideal ODenlv accepted bv both. A